
Welcome to 
your 14-day 
School Trial 
Your guide to getting the most out of Plazoom

Subscribe to Plazoom for your school for 
only £249.99 visit plazoom.com/school 

www.plazoom.com/school


What you get with your 
 14-day FREE trial

14-days FREE access to the 
complete Plazoom literacy 
resource bank
Explore over 1,500  
high-quality resources  

Download up to 10 resource packs 
of your choice completely FREE
Make sure you don’t miss out on our 
premium literacy programmes for 
reading and writing

Explore CPD courses 
from our expert literacy 
consultants
View 7 videos for FREE    

“I was extremely impressed by the quality and quantity of 
literacy resources available on the Plazoom platform. My 

teaching staff - like so many across the country - are severely 
short on time, and having access to a website that offers so 

much support for their literacy lessons at a click of a button is 
helping to reduce their workload.” 

Neil Bardsley, Head teacher

Subscribe for your school visit:  
plazoom.com/school

https://www.plazoom.com/school


Find out more and download a unit for your year group at:  
plazoom.com/real-comprehension

Real Comprehension is a whole-school 
comprehension programme that is designed 

to accelerate progress and deepen 
understanding across Years 1-6. 

Clarify ‘again’ What does 
this word tell us? C  

What have we 
learnt from this 
line?  I  Explain ‘constricted’ 

Become tighter/ narrower, 
from outside pressure V

Is the narrator 
thirsty?  I  

What have we learnt 
from this line?  I  

Clarify ‘tightened drum’ 
Explain if necessary how 
drum skins work C  Who’s back together?  I  

Whose words? What 
words?  I  

Explain ’venomous’ 
another way of saying 
poisonous V

Explain ‘pondered’ 
thought carefully V

Explain ‘vow’ a 
solemn, serious 
promise V

When?  I  
Explain ’severed’ 
cut/sliced V

Visualise: 
mime Vi  

Did her smile look 
like a rainbow? Isn’t a 
rainbow the opposite 
shape of a smile?!  I  

I did what too?  I  Visualise: What 
does this look like? 
Mime this Vi  

When I saw her again

after all this time

my heart grew constricted

and my throat went dry.

My chest beat the rhythm

of a tightened drum:

back together now

after things went wrong. 

When I saw her again

I remembered those words:

the bite of the gossip,

the venomous tears.

I pondered the vow

that I made back then - 

our link has been severed;

she failed the test. 

But when I saw her again

she extended her arms.

Her smile was a rainbow;

her eyes gleamed like stars

and she said she was sorry.

I guess I did too.

Then we walked arm in arm

like true friends do. 

 Vocabulary        Retrieval       Inference       Clarify        Visualise       Note

by Joshua Seigal

Together Again

First Close Read

54 original texts written by celebrated children’s 
authors are at the centre of every unit.
All texts have been annotated to highlight 
comprehension questions, possible misconceptions 
and learning opportunities, for ease of use.
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Poetry

Teacher notes

Year 6: 
Term 1 – Reconciliation
Poetry: Together Again by Joshua Seigal

The activities below suggest a possible teaching sequence to 
develop comprehension skills using the poem ‘Together Again’ 
by Joshua Seigal. The types of reading (e.g. model reading, 
choral read or Jump-In read) can be interchanged depending on 
the needs of the pupils. 

This symbol         indicates that there is an opportunity 
for drama, discussion or visualisation to develop pupils 
understanding where needed. These can be used according to 
the needs of the class or group and other opportunities may 
arise prompted by the pupils and their responses.

This pack includes

• Text ‘Together Again’ by Joshua Seigal (available as a PDF 
and PowerPoint)

• Teacher’s Annotated Text with notes for Close Reading
• Explicit Vocabulary Focus for parts 1 - 3
• Big Questions for parts 1 -3

Part 1 worksheets:
> Developing Visualisation - diary entries 

Part 2 worksheets:
> Developing Visualisation - similes and metaphors

Step-by-step teaching sequences support you to 
effectively analyse each text with children, supporting 
them to tackle ‘Big Questions’ using their inference 
skills.
Vocabulary focus lessons are also included to build awareness 
of morphology, etymology, meaning and usage.
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‘Difficult Easy’ Questions

True or false?

The poet was the first to say sorry  F

The poet felt stressed when he saw his friend again  T

The woman/ girl seemed really pleased to see him again  T

They had broken up because of things that were said  T

They never really stopped being friends F 

 
Sequencing
Put numbers against these events to show in which order they happened

The ex-friend smiles 4

The poet sees his ex-friend 2

They walk off together 5

The poet feels very stressed 3

The poet and his friend had a terrible break up 1

 
Alternative Titles
What would make a good alternative title for this poem?

Try also to create a sub-title for each of the three stanzas. Keep these 
short – no more than four words!

Stanza 1

Stanza 2

Stanza 3

Together Again
T/F

Consolidate learning at the end of each unit by 
revisiting significant areas of learning.
‘Pulling it all together’ includes opportunities for personal 
response and making comparisons between texts. A list of 
suggestions for whole-class reading linked to the theme is 
also provided.

Covers fiction, 
non-fiction 
and poetry

Premium resources available to school subscribers

Download a FREE unit of Real 
Comprehension to improve 

comprehension skills 

https://www.plazoom.com/real-comprehension


Covers all text 
types and 

genres

Tier 2 vocabulary 
is used throughout 
the poem.

Commas are used 
to seperate clauses.

 Vocabulary Grammar  Punctuation Composition

by Joshua Seigal

Real Writing - Y6, Unit 24

Daydreaming

If I were Poseidon,
I’d command the waves
with a flash of my fork;
the Earth would quake
at the sight of my anger. 

If I were Apollo,
I’d skewer the sun

with the twang of my bow,
then I’d sing sweet music
with the song of my lyre. 

If I were Hermes,
I’d huddle in my lair
counting my wealth,
revelling in the clink

of glistening gold. 

If I were Dionysus,
I’d paint the most
brilliant picture

and crush succulent grapes
beneath my stomping feet. 

If I were Zeus,
I would sit atop

Mount Olympus,
orchestrating it all

with a streak of lightning. 

But, alas, I am none
of these things. 

I’m just plain old
Billy McGee,

from class 4C. 

A repeated phrase 
begins each stanza, 
except the last.

An example of 
figurative language is 
used – onomatopoeia, 
to help create an 
image for the reader. 

The final stanza reminds 
the reader that this is a 
daydream, bringing them 
back to the present.

The subordinate 
conjunction, if, is used 
at the beginning of a 
subordinating clause.

The subjunctive form  
is used to indicate 
wishes and aspirations, 
which creates a more 
formal beginning to  
each stanza.

Modal verbs are 
used throughout,  
many contracted.
(I’d – I would or I could)

All model texts highlight: 
Key vocabulary 

Grammar concepts 
Use of punctuation 

Elements of composition

Each unit begins with an annotated 
model text written by a celebrated 

children’s author.

Lessons are broken down  
into 3 phases:

1 - Familiarisation with the text
2 - Teaching and rehearsing writing skills 

3 - Application of writing skills 

Step-by-step teaching sequences 
support effective delivery of 

outstanding lessons.

Premium resources available to school subscribers

Resources include: 
Inspirations and writing prompts

Vocabulary cards 
Self-assessment sheets

Planning frameworks

Hundreds of ready-made pupil 
resources for each lesson save you time 

and engage children in their learning.

Lesson foci include:
Building vocabulary
Grammar in context

Composition 

Two additional discrete literacy lessons 
are included in every unit to focus on 

developing literacy skills.

command

copyright 2020
Page 1

gleam

glisten melody

succulent cluster

Synonyms match

Poseidon

Apollo

Dionysus

Zeus 

Hermes

Hephaestus

command 
(noun)

succulent

command 
(verb)

lair
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Real Writing - Y6, Unit 24

Teacher notes

Full teaching sequence: 
Greek Gods Poem
Model Text – Daydreaming by Joshua Seigal

In this 2-week unit, pupils will read a wishing poem describing 
attributes of some of the Greek gods. Pupils will explore the 
structure of the poem and its use of the subjunctive form. This 
unit could be used within a topic on the Ancient Greeks.   

Two fully resourced lessons are included for Year 5/6 
English objectives:

1. To know how words are related by meaning as synonyms

2. To use the subjunctive form to show wishes and desires

Teacher notes, teaching slides and activity sheets are included to 
deliver these in a fun and interesting way, linked to the model text 
where appropriate.

There are opportunities to revisit previous writing skills of using modal 
verbs, using subordinating conjunctions and contracted words. 
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Real Writing - Y6, Unit 24

Teacher notes

Year 6 Grammar:
Greek God Poem
To use the subjunctive form to show wishes and desires

In this lesson, pupils will learn how to use the subjunctive form to 
express desires and wishes (‘If I were…’).

This pack includes: 

> Teacher slides

> Subjunctive sentences activity

> Writer’s craft activity sheets

Revisit

Discuss what is meant by formal and informal language. Using slides  
3–5, ask pupils to identify the formal sentence in each pair (answers 
are revealed on each slide) and discuss why each one is more formal.

Teach

Introduce the term ‘subjunctive form’ to the class. Is this something 
that they have heard before?

Show the information on slide 6, explaining what this is. Look at the 
examples on the slide and discuss what types of writing they might 
need to use the subjunctive form in (very formal letters or documents).

Explain that we will be focusing on using the subjective form to express 
desires and wishes and that these begin with ‘if I were….’ or ‘I wish I 
were…’ (information shown on slide 7).

Look at the sentences on slides 8-9 and change them so that they are 
written in the subjunctive form. Answers are revealed on each slide.

Download a FREE unit to try with your class:
plazoom.com/real-writing

Try Real Writing to inspire truly 
exceptional writing outcomes 

using high-quality model texts

https://www.plazoom.com/model-texts


CPD video courses
7 high-quality video CPD 
courses are available for 
all teaching staff to access anytime 
anywhere. Every course is delivered by 
highly-experienced literacy experts who 
are leading effective training in schools 
across the country.

Your CPD content covers everything from 
a newly qualified teacher’s survival guide, 
to courses that develop deeper subject 
knowledge - and with strategies that can 
be employed in every classroom, everyone 
can benefit from the training on offer.

FREE webinars every term
We have a busy calendar of CPD events - 
all of which are completely free for you to 
attend - run by literacy experts who work 
with schools across the country to raise 

standards in English. 

Take a look at upcoming live events at 
plazoom.com/webinars

Perfect for 
INSET, twilight 
sessions and 
independent 

learning

Premium resources available to school subscribers

Discover how our on demand CPD courses could support 
improvement across your school: plazoom.com/cpd

“Thank you so much for organising 
the most brilliant CPD session 

yesterday. I was utterly inspired! 
Chris and Lindsay’s passion for 
the subject was infectious and 
I was absolutely gripped from 

start to finish. I will definitely be 
using some of these strategies 

and resources in my class in the 
forthcoming weeks.”

Sarah Johnstone, Year 4 Teacher

Raise standards across your 
school with expert CPD  

available anywhere anytime

https://www.plazoom.com/cpd-overview


Here are a few of our favourite 
resources to look out for 

during your trial

Explore all the Plazoom resource collections at:  
plazoom.com/collections

1,500+ resources cover EVERY literacy 
objective in the English PoS 

For deeper reading comprehension
Support KS2 pupils to access and engage with classic 
texts, using a tried and tested approach to whole-class 
reading that will lead to all children making sophisticated 
inferences and tackling ‘big’ comprehension questions 
with astonishing insight and skill.

For confident, accurate spelling
Encourage children to master rules and exceptions, identify 
misspelt words and apply their spellings creatively in context with 
over 70 Spelling Workouts for Years 1-6.

For SPaG success
These powerful packs provide everything you need (including 
PowerPoints, card sort activities, image prompts, challenge 
worksheets, uplevelling writing grids and more) to teach five 
15-minute lessons on specific points in the programme of study for 
grammar from Years 1 to 6, with each set of sessions leading to an 
extended writing outcome

“I just wanted to say that I’ve been really impressed with the quality of the 
resources on your site, the different approaches and the use of colour are 

refreshing to see (your conjunctions display material is great).”  
Maxine Prince, teacher and former senior leader 

 Searchable, 
anytime, 

anywhere

https://www.plazoom.com/collections


Meet the experts behind 
Plazoom!

Our team of literacy experts are what makes Plazoom an essential part of 
every school’s literacy curriculum. Every resource we produce is carefully 

developed by experienced teachers, literacy and education specialists.  

Rachel Clarke 
Director of the Primary English 
literacy consultancy, Rachel has 

over 20 years’ experience in primary 
education, in which time she has 

been a SENCO, English subject lead 
and deputy headteacher. 

Christine and Lindsay Pickton 
Christine and Lindsay are 

experienced English specialists. Both 
have worked in schools as senior 
literacy teachers and helped to 

launch and run school improvement 
programmes across their LA. 

Ruth Baker-Leask
As Director of Minerva Learning and 

Chair of the National Association 
for Advisers in English (NAAE), Ruth 
supports schools and organisations 

with school improvement, leadership 
development, curriculum design and 

all aspects of the primary English 
curriculum. 

Sue Drury 
Sue is a primary teacher with 20 
years’ experience in KS1, KS2 and 
KS3. She has held a variety of SLT 
roles including English and maths 

subject leader and phase leader and 
has led and developed whole school 

initiatives, leading CPD within the 
schools to develop good practice. 

Helen Mulley 
Having worked in education 

publishing for over a decade, I can 
honestly say this is the most exciting 
project I’ve been involved with; the 

quality of the resources our amazing 
team produces is simply inspiring 

- it’s a joy to be able to share them 
with the teaching community. 

“Plazoom must have 
such a passionate team 

because the quality of the 
resources that are on here 

are fabulous! The bank 
of incredible resources 

continues to grow weekly 
so I am glued!” 

Becca B, teacher  

Subscribe for your school visit:  
plazoom.com/school

https://www.plazoom.com/school


Can we help?
If you have any questions, or would like support 
setting up a school subscription to Plazoom,  
we’re waiting to hear from you!
You can contact us at: 
Tel: 01206 505111   
(Call between 9am-5pm Monday to Friday) 
Email: schools@plazoom.com
For more information visit: plazoom.com/school 

Raise standards in literacy 
across the whole school with  
a subscription to Plazoom 

Become a Plazoom school today

Visit plazoom.com/school to subscribe today!

• Save hours of preparation time with 1,500+ ready-made high-
quality literacy resources 

• Boost confidence, knowledge and skills with online CPD 
anywhere, anytime 

• Improve writing outcomes with a comprehensive writing 
programme based on 150 original model texts by children’s 
authors 

• Accelerate progress in comprehension with a unique whole-
school programme that focuses on deepening understanding

✅

✅

✅

✅

https://www.plazoom.com/school
https://www.plazoom.com/school
mailto:schools@plazoom.com



