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1-6

Improve writing outcomes with a comprehensive writing programme 
that puts high-quality model texts at the heart of literacy lessons 

Download a test unit at plazoom.com/real-writing-sample

Explore how Real Writing will support effective teaching, engage pupils 
and improve writing outcomes, with our unit walk through 
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"As a whole school we love the Real Writing 
programme that Plazoom offers. The model texts 
are written to a very high standard, the units are 
easy to teach and have so far produced some 
really fantastic writing from our pupils."
Neil Bardsley, head teacher



Meet Rachel Clarke, 
the expert behind 

Series Editor 
Director of the Primary English literacy consultancy, Rachel has over 20 years’ experience 
in primary education, in which time she has been a SENCO, English subject lead and deputy 
headteacher. Before establishing Primary English, Rachel worked as an English consultant 
for Coventry Local Authority. She has a master’s degree in Education and was awarded a 
distinction for her research.  

Rachel devised a comprehensive, curriculum-linked framework for Real Writing, which covers the full 
writing programme of study for Years 1 - 6. 

The framework ensures progression is built into your teaching and is embedded within every unit. 
Each of the 150 original model texts (written by popular children’s authors) included in the programme 
follows Rachel’s framework to include specific vocabulary, grammatical forms and structures, and 
rhetorical devices - as well as directions around genre and format, to ensure EVERY objective within 
the PoS is covered.  

Download the FULL Progression Framework 
for Real Writing at: plazoom.com/rw-progression 3



At the heart of each unit 
is a model text written by 

a popular children’s author

5 versions of the model 
texts are included for planning, 
front of class teaching and 
workbook use

150 
Model Texts
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Each annotated 
version of the text 
highlights key 
vocabulary, grammar, 
punctuation and 
composition teaching 
opportunities 

1

Real Writing - Y1, Unit 2

by Lucy Strange
The Gingerbread Man
 Vocabulary Grammar  Punctuation Composition

A traditional 
story start  
is used.
Once upon 
a time …

Once upon a time there was a little old lady. She loved 
baking tasty treats. 

One day she made some gingerbread. She stirred 
flour, eggs, butter, sugar and spices in a big bowl. They 
made a lovely smooth dough. She cut out the shape 
of a little man. She gave him a smiling face and three 
buttons made of cherries. Then the old lady baked the 
gingerbread man in the oven. It smelt delicious. 

But she got a surprise when she opened the oven 
door... the gingerbread man sat up! He jumped down 
onto the floor. He ran out of the kitchen. He ran right out 
of the cottage!

‘Run, run as fast as you can!’ he shouted. ‘You can’t 
catch me, I’m the Gingerbread Man.’

The old lady tried to catch him. A hungry horse tried to 
catch him too. So did a cow, a pig and a farmer. No one 
could catch him. 

Suddenly the gingerbread man stopped. He had come 
to a wide river. 

‘How will I get across?’ he cried. 

‘Hop on my back,’ said a sly fox. ‘I’m a good swimmer.’

The gingerbread man hopped on. He had escaped! He 
felt very clever indeed. 

‘You can’t catch me!’ he boasted. ‘I’m the Gingerbread 
Man.’ 

But the fox had tricked him. He tossed the gingerbread 
man up into the air, caught him in his mouth and 
gobbled him up. The fox licked his lips. 

‘I can catch you!’ he said.

Simple story 
language is 
used to link 
and sequence 
the story. Exclamation 

marks are 
used to show 
surprise, 
delight  
or anger.

Full stops and 
question marks 
punctuate 
sentences.

A further 
example of an 
exclamation 
mark to  
show delight.

The story is 
retold using 
mainly simple 
sentences  
in the  
past tense.

A simple ending, teaching 
the gingerbread man  
a lesson.

This simple 
narrative 
retells a 
traditional tale. 
It is written in 
the past tense 
using simple 
sentences. 

PowerPoint versions 
(annotated and  

non-annotated) of the text 
can be used for whole-class 

reading and analysis 
of the text Illustrated and plain 

versions of the text 
are provided – perfect 
for individual or group 
close reading and 
workbook use 

Download a model text to test with your class at: plazoom.com/real-writing 5



Step-by-step teaching sequences 
to support effective delivery of 

outstanding lessons
Lessons are broken down into 3 phases:

Phase 1 - Familiarisation with the text
Phase 1 starts with a hook activity to spark interest and 
intrigue, then allows you to introduce the text – reading 
it together for fluency, and exploring its structure along 
with specific tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary that may need 
more explanation. 

 Teaching 
Sequences
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Download a unit to try with your class at: plazoom.com/real-writing

Phase 2 - Teaching and rehearsing writing skills 
Having developed children’s familiarity with its content and 
context, Phase 2 focuses closely on the grammar, punctuation 
and composition modelled in the text, including two discrete 
lessons for particular objectives for the year group, along with 
the chance to revisit earlier teaching points and introduce 
additional ones, depending on your planning. 

Phase 3 - Application of writing skills 
Phase 3 leads to the final, extended writing task – 
rereading the model text and identifying defining 
features before sharing success criteria. Children are then 
supported to research and plan their own work before 
writing, and then sharing (perhaps through performance), 
proofing and editing the writing.   
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Hundreds of ready-made pupil 
resources for each lesson save  
you time and engage pupils in  

their learning
All the resources you need to teach every aspect of each 

lesson are included 

Pupil 
Resources

Writer’s 
self-assessment sheets 

Inspiration 
and writing 

prompts
Posters

8



Download a unit to try with your class at: plazoom.com/real-writing

Vocabulary cards for 
display and matching 

Activities
Planning and scaffolding 

frameworks 
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Two additional discrete literacy 
lessons are included in every unit to 

focus on developing literacy skills
There are three types of focused lesson included within Real Writing: 

Focus on building vocabulary
Focused vocabulary lessons link to curriculum objectives 
for orthography and morphology, building children’s 
understanding of specific word families and spelling 
patterns and giving them opportunities to use new 
language in a creative and purposeful context. 

Focused 
Literacy 
Lessons
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There are three types of focused lesson included within Real Writing: 

Focus on grammar in context
Focused grammar lessons covering the entire PoS from year 1 
to year 6, with a curriculum map allowing schools to evidence 
that they use spaced repetition to ensure children retrieve 
previous knowledge and build upon it throughout each year. 

Focus on composition
Focused composition lessons encourage close exploration 
of the forms, styles and structures used by the authors 
behind the texts, so pupils can emulate these appropriately 
and with confidence in their own writing. 

Explore how these focused lessons could enhance teaching try a sample unit at: 
plazoom.com/real-writing

copyright 2020
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Pupil worksheet - grammar

Add punctuation to mark the parenthesis in these sentences.

Purpose: To use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

a)  If you eat too many sweets – as my sister has done – you 

will be sick!

b) My younger sister, Bella, likes to ride her bike to school.

c)  I wrapped mum’s present using red paper (it’s her favourite 

colour) and a gold ribbon.

(a - use commas)  Our   allotment   needs   water   regularly    

twice   a   day   if   possible  so   that   the   vegetables   grow.

(b - use brackets)  Kadie,   Nicole   and   Ayah   my   best    

friends  are   coming   to   my   house   for   my    

birthday   party.

(c - use dashes) My   dog   an  Afghan   Hound  loves   to   greet   

new   visitors.

Invitation For 
A Sleepover

Activity 1
Underline the parenthesis, and the punctuation used to separate it, in 

each sentence.

copyright 2020
Page 1

Pupil worksheet - composition

Activity 1

Purpose: To use commas to clarify meaning and avoid ambiguityREMEMBER – Commas are needed to avoid confusion when  writing eg:   
Police officers chased the alien in the fast car.
Police officers chased the alien, in the fast car.

Cut out the cards below and discuss each pair of sentences. How is the meaning changed when commas are used?

Karen, the sports 
coach is leaving.

Karen the sports 
coach is leaving.

The alien chased 
the head teacher 
with a ray gun.

The alien chased 
the head teacher, 
with a ray gun.

No smoking 
food or drinks 
permitted.

No smoking, 
food or drinks 
permitted.

The lunar module 
landed loudly, 
exploding engines 
fired plumes  
of smoke.

The lunar module 
landed, loudly 
exploding engines 
fired plumes  
of smoke.

Caution 
pedestrians 
slippery when 
wet.

Caution 
pedestrians, 
slippery when 
wet.

The pupil said 
the teacher was 
to be put into 
detention.

The pupil, said 
the teacher, was 
to be put into 
detention.
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Subscribe to Plazoom to access the complete Real Writing 
programme and raise standards across your whole school 

To subscribe for your school visit 
plazoom.com/school 

Can we help?
If you have any questions, or would like 
support setting up a school subscription to 
Plazoom, we’re waiting to hear from you!
You can contact us at: 
Email: schools@plazoom.com 
Call: 01206 505111 (Call between 9am-5pm Monday to Friday) 

Only 
£249.99/

year 

A school subscription to Plazoom is the 
ONLY subscription that gives you complete 
access to EVERY resource on Plazoom.  

Accelerate progress in comprehension with 
Real Comprehension - a unique 
whole-school programme that focuses on 
deepening understanding 

Improve writing outcomes with Real Writing 
- a comprehensive writing programme based on 
150 original model texts by children’s authors 

Save hours of preparation time with 1,500+ 
ready-made high-quality literacy resources 

Boost confidence, knowledge and skills with 
online CPD anywhere, anytime 

✅

✅

✅

✅


