REAL

Comprehension

Deepen understanding and ensure progress with
a powerful new comprehension curriculum
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Download a test unit at plazoom.com/real-comprehension-sample
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Introduction

Meet the experts

Explore our thematic progression framework

Discover 54 exciting original texts

Uncover teaching sequences designed to deepen understanding

Extend learning with Pulling it all together activities




REAL

Fidl Introducing REeaL

Real Comprehension is a carefully planned comprehension curriculum that promotes progression but is not prescriptive.
Based on a thematic framework devised by literacy expert Rachel Clarke, it will support you to embed outstanding teaching
and learning throughout your school.

Each term brings a new theme to explore, through three high-quality, original texts by popular children’s authors (fiction,
non-fiction and poetry). Using these for close analytical work will leave room in your curriculum for shared class reading
of whole books that link to the same theme (suggested lists of titles are included), to help keep reading for pleasure at the
heart of your teaching.

Easy-to-follow teaching sequences with opportunities for layered reading, close reading, focused vocabulary work and
discussion will ensure that your pupils are able to improve their fluency, make sophisticated inferences and identify themes
between texts, as well as tackle straightforward retrieval, sequencing and prediction questions with confidence.

Like you, we have high expectations for every child. Real Comprehension has been designed so that those who experience
it from the start of their primary school career to its end will not only be well equipped for their SATs, but will also have
developed a deep personal relationship with reading. Alongside this they will also develop the confidence to express and
evidence their opinions, and make connections and comparisons between the words in front of them, their wider reading
and the world around them, ensuring success at KS3 and beyond.
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You can take a guided walkthrough of Real Comprehension in our video here:
plazoom.com/school-trial-welcome
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ReaL Comprehension

Meet our dream team of four highly experienced literacy experts who devised the pedagogical
The Approqch approach and teaching sequences that make Real Comprehension a truly powerful and transformative
programme.

Rachel Clarke

Director of the Primary English literacy consultancy, Rachel has over 20 years’ experience in primary education, in which
time she has been a SENCO, English subject lead and deputy headteacher.

Ruth Baker-Leask

Ruth is director of Minerva Learning and chair of the National Association for Advisers in English (NAAE).

Christine Chen and Lindsay Pickton

Christine and Lindsay are experienced English specialists. Both have worked in schools as senior literacy teachers and
helped to launch and run school improvement programmes across their LA.

4 Explore Real Comprehension now: plazoom.com/real-comprehension
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ReaL Comprehension

Having texts written by popular children’s authors is key to the success of Real Comprehension. Not only
The Authors do we need the pedagogy to be right; we insist our texts are beautifully written and highly engaging to
help children develop a real love of reading. Meet some of our stars below.

Joshua Seigal

An award-winning poet, Joshua visits schools, libraries and theatres around the country, and you may have spotted one
of his critically-acclaimed poetry shows at the Edinburgh Fringe.

Dan Smith

Dan’s first 18 years were spent following his parents across the world to Africa, Indonesia and Brazil. He has been writing
short stories for as long as he can remember, and is now an award-winning author of adventure stories for younger
readers, and thrillers for adults.

Sue Hardy-Dawson

Yorkshire born Sue is a poet, artist, and illustrator. Before becoming a poet she worked with children for over twenty
years. She is dyslexic and takes a special interest in encouraging reluctant readers and writers.

Explore Real Comprehension now: plazoom.com/real-comprehension 5
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" The Progression Framework

Rachel Clarke has devised a comprehensive thematic progression framework for Real Comprehension,
which aims to tackle two issues that we know schools can find challenging:

1. Finding genuinely engaging, age-appropriate texts that can be used to develop key skills of vocabulary,
retrieval and sequencing, as well as more sophisticated inference; and

2. helping pupils to identify themes in their reading material, making links between texts, comparing and
contrasting, and drawing on their wider knowledge for a more profound, contextual understanding.

In addition, whilst giving confident and experienced teachers the flexibility they need and want within the
reading curriculum, everything is provided to support NQTs and non-English specialists to deliver effective
and inspiring lessons for every age group, covering all objectives and content domains.

Progression Map, Years 1-6
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Take a closer look at the themes covered

It's Good To Be Good New Beginnings Perseverance
Small But Strong Family First Impressions
Lost And Found Caring for Others The Value Of Education

Remembrance Reconciliation

. Freedom _
Co-operation Rebirth Conservation

Rags to Riches P Transitions
eace
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Clarify: Can you
think of any animals
that work or live in
groups? e

Clarify: What ways
do you already know
that animals protect
themselves? eg.
spines and spikes,
poison, sharp teeth
and claws. (3
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What impression of
meerkats do these
names give the
reader of meerkats?

1
Check understanding
of the word
‘predator’. ()

What impression
does the word
‘lurking’ give
of the hawk’s
behaviour? ()
-
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back to the name
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Five versions of each text are included for planning, front of
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teaching and workbook use
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Nature is full of incredible animals
working together. This s called
‘group behaviour’, and for some
animals it’s the only way they
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Sea otters rarely come onto land, so when they sleep, they form
rafts to keep themselves afloat. They do this by grouping together

and holdina hand .



PowerPoint versions of
the text (with and without

ow | care highlights) can be used for

a List to ShOY

Margeret Baies?

se Read

First Clo!

lllustrated and plain versions of the tex
are provided - perfect for individual or
group close reading and workbook use

How the ByLLY
Became Good

by James Nicol
Part 1

Inever meant to be a bully.

I'd not been at st Winifred’s Primary for long,

I tried making friends,
Or whispered to each
me taking.

but people just giggled and hurried away.
other and pretended they couldn’t hear

I didn’t like that.
It made me angry.

I tried tulking to the teacher and t
said the same thing: ‘Give it so,
have to give people? What was
next month?

© Mum and dad and they aif
me time.” But how much time do you
going to be different next week or

Then things sort of got worse.

Wwe had moved to a new

whole-class reading and
analysis of the text

The
PhoehiX

by James Nichol

Part 1
The phoenix is @ mythological, long-lived bird with close links to
reincarnation, longevity and sun-worship.

It was thought that only one phoenix would ever exist in the world
at any one time. The bird would live for anywhere between six
hundred to one thousand years in Arabia, where it would sing each
morning near an enchanted pool. The phoenix’s call was said to
sound like the most beautiful song you could ever imagine. And its
tears were believed to be able to heal any wound or iliness.

As the end of its very, very long life drew near, the great bird would
build itself a nest, usually of aromatic twigs and rare spices. The
phoenix would then climb into its nest and set it alight. From the
ashes of the fire the new phoenix world be born and so the magical
cycle would begin once more.

The phoenix featured originally in Egyptian mythology as a large,
eagle-sized bird called the Bennu, but was then also adopted
into Greek (where the name Phoenix comes from) and later

Download a unit to try with your class at: plazoom.com/real-comprehension-sample
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Teaching Step-by-step tca: :
support effective delivery of
outstanding lessons

Sequences

. . ExPlOI"I'l’IQ the text Part o -
Teaching sequences are broken down into segments, Year 2 aring for Sudgested activities |

Term 3 -
others

either looking at short sections of the text at a time,
or exploring the whole text at increasingly deeper
levels. Within each segment there are activities and
opportunities for layered reading, close reading,
explicit vocabulary teaching and discussion through
‘big questions’, culminating in a revisit of the whole
text to check understanding.
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Layered After checking prior knowledge, familiarity with the text is built using a range of whole-class gl ]
. techniques such as modelled reading, choral reading and paired reading to build children’s
Readlng hni h delled readi horal readi d paired readi build children’

confidence, develop fluency and keep them active and engaged in their reading.

10 Try a sample unit at: plazoom.com/real-comprehension-sample
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Diary of a
Paramedic

cl After building familiarity, a close read of the text follows, during which the detailed annotations
ose identify opportunities to teach retrieval, inference, prediction and vocabulary skills. There are also

Reading annotations to guide teachers about when they may need to support children’s understanding, for
example, of idioms or homonyms.

Explicit -
P Each segment of the teaching sequence includes an explicit vocabulary teaching Varamaaie %
vocabulia I‘y session, using words and phrases from the text and a variety of techniques to explore _ W Vossbulary Fous &”?_
teqching meaning and embed understanding. B, T

.....................

ary of a Paramedic

Revisiting Finally, children are invited to discuss the text as a whole, answering some
the whole of the kinds of ‘difficult easy’ questions (e.g. multiple choice retrieval) they
text will face in assessments, as well as expressing their personal response.
X

)

J000

00

Try a sample unit at: plazoom.com/real-comprehension-sample 1
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All the resources you need for every lesson are included within each unit to

save you time and engage pupils in their learning. For example:

Role on the wall

Children are provided with a character
outline drawing. On the inside of the figure,
they should write information they have
directly retrieved about the character. On
the outside of the figure, they should write
information they have inferred about the
character.

Emotion Graph

This is a graph to show how a character
feels at key points in a narrative text.
It's good for showing children how
characters’ feelings change over the
course of a narrative.

Difficult Easy Questions

These are question formats that children
often find difficult but become easier once
they’ve practised using the formats. They are
often True/ False responses, sequencing and
summarising.

Zone of Relevance

Children are provided with a target board and
words or phrases from the text. They should sort
the words or phrases to show which are the most
relevant to the question they’ve been asked.

Try a sample unit at: plazoom.com/real-comprehension-sample
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End each unit by looking in depth at the theme and challenging
your pupils to answer some Big Questions!

Identifying themes in texts can be extremely tricky, as
children need to dig beneath the words on the page to
find a moral, message or big idea. By providing children
with three texts that share a specific theme - all of
which occur regularly in children’s literature and in the
wider curriculum - Real Comprehension helps children
to see this challenging aspect of comprehension more
clearly. The ‘pulling it together’ strand in each unit is
particularly helpful for helping children to explain their
thinking about the texts, teasing out their understanding
of the theme and allowing them the time to express and
evidence their personal response and make connections
and comparisons between the texts, their wider reading
and the world around them.

Try a sample unit at: plazoom.com/real-comprehension-sample 13
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Subscribe to Plazoom to access the complete Real Writing
programme and raise standards across your whole school

A school subscription to Plazoom is Only
the ONLY subscription that gives you £249.99/
complete access to EVERY resource year

on Plazoom.

Boost confidence, knowledge and skills with
online CPD anywhere, anytime

"

.
Accelerate progress in comprehension with Real Can we help?

Comprehension - a unique whole-school If you have any questions, or would like
support setting up a school subscription to
Plazoom, we’re waiting to hear from you!

Improve writing outcomes with Real Writing - a
comprehensive writing programme based on 150

original model texts by children’s authors

Save hours of preperation time with 1,500+
ready-made high-quality literacy resources
You can contact us at:

To subscribe for your school visit Email: schools@plazoom.com
p|aZOOm.C0m/SChOO| Call: 01206 505111 (Call between 9am-5pm Monday to Friday)
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