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A Children’s Guide to ‘The Planets’, 
by Gustav Holst 

Real Writing - Y4, Unit 14

by Jo Franklin

An 
introduction 
is used to 
state what 
the report is 
about, with 
information 
about the 
composer to 
give the reader 
additional 
information 
about him.

A fronted 
adverbial 
(Normally) is 
used to show 
manner and 
is punctuated 
with a comma.

A diagram 
is used to 
give visual 
information to  
the reader.

This report, 
written for 
children, is an 
information 
text. It uses 
technical 
vocabulary 
linked to the 
topic of the 
solar system 
and music.
It is written 
mainly in the 
present tense, 
although the 
introduction 
is written in 
the past tense 
when talking 
about the 
composer, 
Gustav Holst. 
The text uses 
a formal style, 
suitable for 
its audience, 
and is written 
in the third 
person.



report by Jo Franklin

Conjunctions are 
used to extend 
sentences. Some 
sentences begin 
with a subordinating 
conjunction with a 
subordinate clause 
to vary sentence 
structure.

Commas are used 
to separate items 
within a list.

A comma is used to 
punctuate the fronted 
adverbial.

A fronted adverbial 
is used to link ideas 
within the paragraph.

A simile is used  
to add description 
and create an image 
for the reader.

Headings 
indicate the 
content of the 
paragraph 
below.


